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woRTH as platonic, ung wils which will, as the 
reſult of liberty, infeſt this Iyſtem; and from which, 
the philoſopher ſays, we ought to flee, with all 


poſſible ſpeed, becoming in that fight juſt and holy 
2— like do God. 


: as | | See Intelletual N. p. 221. 
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* may be Getsd profiimptions in a 
pen of inferior accompliſhments, to 
, dare to diſpute your, ſyſtem of opinion | 
— moral and 8 
but you diſcover ee 
candour, any decent freedoms that may 
taken. Your letters e 
gance, and ſhew a very reſpectable genius, 
aided by a liberal education. Many maſter- 
ly ſtrokes are ſeen in your three firſt, which 
treat on evil in general; ori evils of imper- 
fection; arid on natural evils. Vour fourth 
© fricrall and your fixth on religious evils, 
are, what chiefly e and e 
. N 


| At firſt a re a 
the hidden fatire did not lutk under the 
maſk of the ſerious; and you Had thus in- 
i nnen the keen and ſeverer ridicule: | On 


A 2 | ſecand 


| | 4) OE 
| ſecond thoughts, was more indin'd to read. 
you, as advancing real opinion, in your ac- 


am of 
1 


count- af. the. origin of. moral exil. 
 yerdataneing or doubtful.” However th 


Two queſtions you aſk, which ſeem to 
be the axioms on which your hypotheſis 
turns, If _ evil owes its exiſighcd 1. ne- 


A why may no, mera? if wi 
with it 40 ih, why may wht Wieſe: " 


Fl fuppore'or 1 maten Gf rhe Fl propritly, 
Lag Por T 18 introduced, 


4051? Of 1 1970 MD no 4d 


ff cor * break ot beans 
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rai fe Gate,, 


K be . . geen 
2 refore. s | hn always” to be con 7 
7] 2, the An in us, who ſee no farther: ? 
nh it Fay” rs Pong. and juſtly 25 7 f p 
her in Far who fees the cauſes and connect ions 
| of Fall things, and the —_ of its admin, © + 
| on. i 20,cuil at All; and that neceſ- 


2511 


(3) 9 
en the ſiyle of our dalty devoten 
ſhould be akered; or rather, we have no 
——— 
once admit of ſuch '0"yuieting'potion; the | 
clamorous inward monitor may ſoon be fi- 
lenced ] and the — „ wy * will | 


57 . 

" * ne | ; 

* $4 280 + #1 
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Plays dur de OR an, 
ahi wel confiderrd and e, will pro- 
duce the moſt furpriaing and uſeful diſcoveries 
in ebicks, metaphyſicks, and in chriſtianity 
foo: 1 22 chriſtianity, becauſe it is the maſ- 
ter- Rey, which will, Tam certain, af once un- 
heck all the myſteries and perplexing. dotrines 
of that amazing inſtitution, and explain fair- 
ly, without the laſt affiftance from theological 
artifice, all thoſe abſtruſe ſpeculations 7 ori- 
ginal fm, . race and predeſtination, and vica- 
rious puniſhments, which the moſt learned 
bave never yet been able to make confiſtent 


ee | Slab: 


— bs 


FH 


- The. anon. of chis: ans en 
ue, is, moral evil cannot de deriued from the 
abufe of frte will in nan; for. diſpute. as lang 


at ue ab. it * eternally. * 
thing, 


4J 


i F(S# 0 
ting. whether a creator of infinite power 
and knowledge e created beings originally wic- 
hed, or gave them a power to make themſelves 
F 
wee. 5 f 


— — 2 Go ator 3 


mentations about i — 
and it has been thought, that the fore- 


knowledge of actions, does neceſſitate them. 
But without multiplying words on this me- 


| taphyfical ſubject, er the certainty of 


an event ſhould be implied in the fore- 
knowledge of it, yet _ fore-knowledge | 
peed not be ſuppoſed, as influencing and 

neceſſitating the event, And as to thoſe 
events that are contingencies, which depend 
oh the moral agency of man, they can only 
be foreknown as what they are: if, in their 
own nature, they. are 'contingencies, i. e. 
what might, or what might not be, the 
can only have been foreknown as ſuch; 
and conſequently, the foreknowledge could 
not at all make them neceſſary; for what 
cannot be a 2 But 


> 


SHY give — exiſtence; 


and 


(7) 


and therefore they could not be the produce” 


af fate or neceſſity. Moreover, what is mo- 
ral evil muſt be ſo, from its being an abuſe 
of liberty, without which, it ebuld not be 
' denominated. So- that, as far as I am 
able to judge, you have advanced ſome 
principles which will deſtroy themſelves.— 
Fax can there be any ſuch thing 4a moral 
evil, if it be denied an origin in the abuſe 
of free will? if there be any turpitude in 
human temper and action, if any crime or 
demerit, whence can it derive, if not from” 
this abuſe ? do but ſuppoſe the man de- 
prived of this freedom, the turpitude, the 
crime oeaſeth, and the demerit has no place 

any more. For with as much reaſon might 
we cenſure the ſtone that is fatally caſt, or 
the ball that deprived a family of its vir 
| and head, as the arraigned 

, tho he villainouſly cut the throat 

of: his JIncovens neighbour, or aſſaſſinated 
e ee 


What gives your thoughts ſo milk ger ; 
plexity, ſeems to be, a confuſion tbe 6 or 
« wrong: placed antitheſis beret C, 
creating beings originally wicked; Nd gb — 
dd ee, with a forcknowkdgo' "= would 


1 
employ is io rheir own  deferuition. The for- 
mer is not ſuppaſeable, nar peſſible. No 
creature could be made wicked: and it is 
no mare true, that any were ever made 
with deſign ta be ſo: Which is no cher 
than the. ame idea conveyed by the terms, 
a given fawer te wake themſelves wicked, amd 
a faroknowledgd that they would fa'emplay ir. 
Both ſides ef the repreſentation; I-difpute- 
and cannot: Sir, be of opinion there-is the 
leaſt truth in either. The Deity ia nd more. 
capable of the one, than he is of dhe other. 
For theſe powers and abilities with which 
he has furniſhed his creature man, att alt: 
ſuch as are wiſely fuited to his rational u- 
ture, and apt to aſſuſt hin in N (ap 
n 199 9x . 


! * 
8 * a ' * 
L 5 lite a © 


| That . | 


you ſay, Jer me have centainly fucd a U 
of free will, as to m them avcountablle; un 


lute and independent free will is what, Tbe- 
lire, un created being; can” be Nee if. 

This need net be difputed breauſe: yo. 
law enough te ſupport the moral capacity - 
in man. Rur hat can you mean by frying 

* ä . arrumurer formed 


with 


6 

with fith depravity th their diſpoftions, ad to 
matt my of then i" aff in ſueb a manner 
A 10 eue, — 
netgſary Juſſerings,” 
. as Faces Fs 2 Tt: 725 and 

u In put it 25 the Power of cen in- 

david / 1% Weape rden by" their 1 beba- 
wider : uch à creattire 2 man; ſo cbrrupt, 
baſe, cruel and wicked, as to convert theſe un- 


avoidable 12 into jult pumſhments, and 
07 105 Ane fo ſenſible 2 75 070 depra-- 

Yaril ti dquenees of guilt, as to 
22 well able 9 7 of 7 ae ui the 
en 1225 f Dy. 4 


Lo aldi: 


£ 
233 we! d « 13% 4 


RIC 


| gi fra Rf hon. God's calling 


"iy _ into 
fitionz. Whence muſt the cor- 
Pa e Mitlated bent ? 46 me 

te fouls? does the infant tht tis 
vitious diſpoſſtion with it into. being? how 
then comes the author of our delten e to make 


this depravity is common to butkality, why 


is it ſaid only to induce many; to act ſo cor- 


ruptly, ks not all? eee eee 
B mean 


. Jubj jeets f * 
ſame 


formed with 255 


ſr 


infants tlie patterns. of innocenee.}—but, if 


—— — — — 


(30) 

mean no more by it, than that ell men are 
born into a world, where their powers and 
abilities may be ſoon. deptaved and pervert- 

And yet, not much have duden 
the de pravity of the many, for y 
ſent them /o ſenfible. of " their 
and the fatal « quences of guilt, — 
well able to corr A the one scale 
other. * * tert AS. 23% CO TT 83 Win as 


It is * Tk aſk, 1 
A de the origin of all moral evil to 
ceſſity, when you confeſs, God has given 
every individual power to eſcape ; and that 
the depraved many are ſo ſenſible of their 
own depravity, and the fatal conſequences 
of gle” a 15 be well able to correct the 
one and avoid the other? Tnaſmuch therefore 
as they do not thus uſe their powers, though 
they. are well able to do i it; and ſince many 
are neither correcting their depravity, 1 nor a- 
voiding the fatal e the quanti 
of moral evil that there is in the. world is 
,neither” neceſſary nor unavoidable; but un- 


denial has its origin 9 MR. the abuſe _ hu- 
W berty. Nenn SIGHT; 0 . VIVA ] 455 #1735 
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(it) 


We * in an artful Suez, ex- 
clude freedom from the human mind, by 
ſaying * e 


* That if there de od. power, 
perry ſeparate, diſtindt, jingle act of the 
Vill, nuſt neceſſarily be cauſed, pro- 
duced, or determined by itſelf, or by an- 
.other diſtin? act of the will, or by the 
will without another IE _ Y the 


- Mk hp will can be Ani lj 


ſelf, for that would be to exiſt in order to 
determine itſel, F. 


Bvery aff of the will camiot be detepmined | 
by «another diſtintt aft of the will, fur 


* e in to fuppeſe beſides every att,” an- 
| aber flill—a cottradidtion.” OOO 


And ub att of the will can he def} 
by the will itſelf, without another. att of 
| the will; for that is to ſupps an aft of 
the will determined by the will, awbich do» 
termination neceſſarily ſappoſes another 
4 of the will : which is an A er 
| e e 0::2189 1 
A Ergo, x 


34 


Z—— x 2 


— — _— JN — _ —_— — 


Ergo, there cannot poſſibly be an indepen- 
r principle of fel motion Fi ne hu- 
7 Ie” 53 mor” Noten: r " 

Set e onπαν 
yu 8 is not this learned unn f fie 
do but put thought or cogitation, in the 
place of liberty, and it is as well p 
that à man has no power of thinking: And 


bow file the yllogiſm, when we whole 


of conſcidhce; is, Tum frre. When 
all law, and all reifoding among men, 
ſuppoſes this liberty: and Ahn! "every of 
our own motions and actions, good oe” 


bad, £ Hire che! demonſttation. * 


Vou are not very intelligible. when you 


caps had God. theught proper to have made all 
men ith the fame heads and the ſame bearts, 


which le has given to the moſt virtuous. of the 
Hpecies, they would all have excelled in the ſame 
virtues, Is virtue then implanted in the 
: of man, by the ereating hand N. or 
arily ariſe from the ſuperior 
? Methinks virtue muſt be 


| lents, than in perſons of ſhining capacities 


(13) 


tne: Numderleſs are the inſtances where 


oſ wit and 1 Men made with equal 
abilities, may difcover. the greateſt inequa- 
lity in any V e e mote 8 that 
3 S. 
Sas r dhe - * d 
„ 0 on 60 Geſeribe W of 
manga creature enticed with ſurb a certain 
xen of knowledge; rraſon, and free will, as 
is fuitable £0 bis fituation, and placed for a 


time om this globe as in 4 ſchool Fn | 


and — Here be has an 
given him of improving or debaſing bis Weng 
in ſuch a manner as to render himſelf fit for 
a 'rank of higher" peifettion and happineſs, or 
to degrade bimſelf to a flate of greater imper- 
feltion and miſery ; neceſſary indeed towards 
carrying on the bufineſt- of the uni verſe, bur 
very gribvous and burthenſome to theſe' indi- 
viduals, wle, by their cum miſcondutt,” are 


obliged to fubmit to it. The teñ of this his 
hehavieur, is doing good, that is, ev-operating | 


with: his creator, © as far as his narrow ſphere 


of action will permit, in the production of Buß 
fineſt. And thus the h appineſs- and miſery of 


nil well be * way of 
_ niſhment 


4. 


— — — — I 
r — "= 


— - 


trived, that their rewargs and | puniſhments 


are woven as it were in their 


their future, and their fruits in ibe priſem 


But ho would: 
| that the whole moral depravity is owing to 


(14) 


niſbment of promoting or. preventing happineſs 
in this. So artificially by. this means 15'the 
nature all human - virtue and vice con- 


offence; 
their immediate. effetts give us\a foretaſterof 


life are the proper ſamples of what they muſt 
unavordably produce in, another. - We hirve.. 


reaſon given us to diſtinguiſb tbeſe conſequen- 
ces, and regulate our conduct; and left that 


ſhould neglefF its foſt,. conſcience alſo is ap- 


pointed as an inſtructive kind of monitor, per- 
petually.to remind us both wa our e 128 


eur dag. 


No pen pA better. deſcribe the con- 
dition of man, the deſign of his make, the 
intention of all his given powers, and the 
proviſions ſay divinely made to lead him 
on in the purſuit of that deſign. His de- 
viation is ſuppoſed wilful ; and the con- 

uences of his vice juſt and equitable. 


expect to have i reported, 


an. unavoidable neceſſity ? and this, diſtin- 
3 e an from, the abuſe of 


Lo * 
. * 


you 


(as) 


2 not, Sir, rather intend to be. undery 


"that the depravity and its conſequen- 
ces are in neceſſary connection? and chat 
no man is either vicious or miſerable, but 
he himſelf only bas created che negeſſity. 
For the teft-of virtue, is, doing good, and þo 
co-operating with. the creator, to the utmaſ? 
the given ability in man. Not to do good, 
is therefore not to o- operate with, but to 
contradict his deſign in our formation. Is 
it eee to maintain, the contrary? | 


And yet, if moral nt owes its exiſtence 40 

[Es 5 and miſery brings utility along th 
it, there is no longer any ſuch thing, as our 
juſtly. blaming or cenſuring the one, and 
complaining of the other, — But what fort 
of, a prehenſion can you have, of moral 
eyil deriying from the ſame ſource with na- 


tural ? why, becauſe natural has its bene- . 


ficial effects and influences on the preſent 
moral . ſyſtem ; therefore you appear to 
have drawn ſuch concluſion. But do 2 
not ſee an infinite difference? the one, ab- 
ſolutely under the direction and a 
; ment of an unerring wiſe Governour, Who's 
zs continually. making it to ſubſerve the vaſt _ 
Sf curbing .and reſtraining moral 


W eh nd; 


(as) 


Ee writ 


| Sphere dr province 4 0 #7 9 
better ee Was" it Ref 6.6 * 
Statif Torn appetite; * humour 6 725 
AI. a cit all the'defip 

| eit 0 aan 
3 the ſame ſource with nati = 
then a contradiction tir terms; add h 
ching in reaſon or nature for its — iq 
ng er 


ſuch diſplay of 

S DR Ws cite e EE 

* nu 
77 


which God has ſhewn him. B 
| Hence im poffible chat natural an 
Ari ef ariſe from bne and the Mite 
 brigin;' betkufe all = "evil, in this 
"oe, is intended to 00 bat, Ly u- 
e e 2 924 e 


et ar} A | ter 2 F812 * :+& 


1s the "die lere 
your hypotheſis, viz, 7 hat if miſery brings 
— utility, why may not wickedneſs ?— 
They, Sy, are ds remote as potlible; if 
do rightly underſtand the meanin 5 of the 
derts. -ITbe miſery, — 
e 1 — 


reform 


hy 


* 


(37) 


reform itself, and darm others, who age 


wandering” from the path of virtuos. Num- 


bers of inſtances of miſery, only glanced at 
by the giddy and thoughtleſs, may curb, 


and reclaim» them. But Which way can 


yentur d to lead your reader into thick 


tk wonder at this ſtart of your fancy: and 


wicketlnefs be imagin d uſeful ? to whom ? 
and to hat? I know. you ſay, mara evil, 


4 well as natural, muy buve fome ultimate 


the crimes, and puniſhments of ſome beings 
mays by fome way or other, totally beyond the 
reach of our natural capacities, contribute to 


the felicity of much e numbers. 


5 Herein, 1 am 1 you have :ndulged 
greatly to a Juxurignt imagination, and 


clouds; of impenetrable darkneſs. _How- 


| SF fairly. own, . it is | totally beyond the 


reach 


; alk leave. to e What 


nn of the ſhadows of . 0 72 
jos; cal evil has an ultimate tendency, to the 
of the whole; it ſufely — 2 2 


ter denomination. Fa Whatever that is, 
which 


4 


(18) 
which has ſuch an ultimate tendency, muſt 
be really, and eſſentially good. But if 
moral evil, be, what we reckon it to be, in 
its own nature, namely, the reverſe of rea- 
ſon, truth and goodneſs, what diſturbs the 
order and conſtitution of things, and what 
does ultimately deſtroy the ſubject itſelf, in 
which it teſides if it has an enmity with 
all the laws of reaſon and of intelligent 
nature; there is then no room to ſuppoſe, 
that it can have an ultimate tendency to 
the good of the whole. ---- And will not 
your imagination countenance an opinion, 
that the ideas we have of truth and good, 
are not real, not univerſal, not eternal? 
inaſmuch as that their contraries may be 
truth and good, in other ſyſtems and 
worlds. For if I may ſuppoſe, a violation 
of the divine law, in any part of the in- 
tellectual ſyſtem, can be the means of ad- 
ding to the piety and perfection of another 
ſyſtem, or that the demerit and miſery of 
I delinquents in this,, can actually increaſe 
| the felicity of that part of the univerſe; 
| it is but taking one leap farther, and con- 
cluding, that what appears truth and good, 
and eligible to me now, as a moral agent, 
* in another fituation of FO be- 


come 


— — ns 7˖V⸗m— ———— 
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(19). 


come the ſubject of my dread, deteſtation 
and wretchedneſs. — And what appears to 
me as moral evil now, may hereafter diſ- 
cover itſelf to be divinely amiable and eli- 
gible, Inferences, I dare ſay, you would 
by no means approve. There are thus, 
you ſee, no limits can be ſet to the wanton- 
neſs of thought, or ſpeculation, if once ſuch 
licenſe is taken,--- "re 


We are not ignorant, Sir, why miſery 
has exiſtence ; we know it to be the reſult 
of wilful and obſtinate vice and wicked- 
neſs. We are abundantly aſſured, no vir- 
tuous man can be miſerable; and no vicious 
man can be comfortable. -— Happineſs and 
miſery ariſe out of virtue and vice in the 
moral world, as naturally as pleaſure and 
pain do out of the ſenſible, from their diſ- 
tinct ſources. --- It is therefore a contradic- 
tion to reaſon, to ſuppoſe, that wickedneſs 
in any intelligence, can have an ultimate 
tendency to the good of the whole, or to 
any part of the whole. There is no ſort of 
tendency in wickedneſs to benefit, or make 
happy any one individual being in the uni- 
verſe, SI i " "9K 2 


1 l 
2 . 2105 - 
- 


C 2 1 1111 52 What 


(2 „ 
What Tervice this opinion may be of 20 
bp fairly, wirbeut the afifiane-of tber 
 togical #rtifice, theſe abfiruſe ſpeculations of 
driginal fin, grate and predeftination, and wis 
taribus puniſbment, I fee not. They yet 
remain, as much as ever, inconſiſtent with 


reaſon and common lente. Tour dare pro- 
pofal of the ſolution, led me, to ſuſpect 
ſuch a capable pen as yours, was engaged 
in the deep hidden burleſque. For what, 
Ni, ate theſe opinions better than the wild 
dreams of theologiſts, Who will blindly 
enough adore myſtery? — You are uble to 
paint the abfurdity of theſe tenets, in their 
true colours; as any one may ſee, - who 
reads this fourth letter. And could one 
ſuppoſe you pointing your ridicule, it will 
be allowed ydu, that nothing ſhort of the 
moſt extravagant hypotheſis can ever re- 
doncile the theological ſyſtem. The fond 
advocates of thoſe extraordinary tenets, are 
vaſtly indebted to your aſſiſtance, in furniſh- 
ing chem with this artificial covering, and 


ought to e eee 
3 | 8 96 treat on celigious in in 
| TEE your fixth [+6 you have taken the liber- 

1 9. 4 Y en of the chriſtian religion, 
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hit iy def egal 10 nete 4 nps 
tial; authenticity to make it demonſtrable; 


| perſpicuity to make it intelligible 2 9 
to make it uſe ful to mankind, | * : wha 


Can you, did. you id 15 ie 
how 232 25 it? ---Attow 5 | 
ly to afk, wheth it be net Giferſlated It 
the acceptation of all” men? What rule ot. | 
doctrine is there in the goſpels, Bat is fe 
as well firted for "the Faith and practice 
of vne man as atiothier? — And as to its 
authenticity, what man that has ever Prac- 
tiled upon its fpirit and principles, "ever 
doubted of its divitiity-? extept 4 man wk 
do the will of God, he is not dy to be 4 
ent judge of the evidence: but he 
who is of this complexion, hall know of. the 
 doftrine. == AS to its. perſpicuity, who would 
ever debate this, if he did but form bis 
judgment of the goſpels, without prejudice ? 7 
No truchs are more plain and Sen 
than thoſe delivered by the great chr chr iſt TR, 
p © "There is not a ſingle 
the ſacred book, that lies above the RS 
prehenſion of a mind of common capacity. 2 


The plainneſs and. fimplicity f the golpel 
3 eee 


aw 
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in . wonder and admi- 


thing to which they are more 
religion does not conſiſt in dark ſpecula- 


2 


ration R. 


A very common | miſtake lies in the 3 
of learned men, who are apt to conclude 
the common people incapable of under- 
ſtanding religion. when there is not any 
equal. for 


tions, but in- virtuous temper and action. 
The myſtical interpretation therefore gives 
not the ſenſe of one ſingle goſpel doctrine. 


And will you, Sir, inſiſt upon it, that 


there is a want of policy; when ſuch is 


the abundant wiſdom and prudence - of 
this diſpenſation, that it preſcribes' the beſt 
end of man, and directs him in the beſt 
method of attainment? It prohibits all 


earthy worldly connections, and excludes 

ce and power among its pro- 
feſſors. Such is its divine policy *. You 
have diſtinctly ſeen and owned, that the 
moment: any religion becomes national, or 1 25 


ol: * its h yg certainly be ſt, be- 


2 

. A 8 caution his clergy, « not to renounce 
thoſe powers, which the goſpel has given them: and not 
to recede from any of thoſe privileges Arwed from human 
authority. Se \Bp:-of Oxford's Charge, 1738. p. 7. but 
then, MN this is epiſcopal, not apoſtolical. 


(23). 
tauſe it is then impoſſible to keep it -unconneff= 
ed with mens interefls ; and if connected, it 
muſt ue; be perverted by tbem. When- 
ever temporal advantages are annexed to any 
religious -ofeſiow, they will be ſure to call 
in all thoſe who have no religion at all: 
tnaves will embrace it for the ſake of intereſt, 
fools will follow them-for the ſake of faſhion; 
and when once it is in ſuch hands, omnipotence 
Ttfelf can never preſerve its purity. That 
very order of men, who- are maintained to ſup- 
port its intereſts, will ſacrifice them to their 

0701. --= Creeds and articles will be contrived 
to confound all reafon, and tefis impoſed to fift 
out all who have honeſly or courage enough to 
refift theſe unwarrantable encroachments.— - 

Hence muſt ariſe hierarchies, inguiſitions and 


popery'; for popery is but the conſummation of 
that tyranny which every religious Hliem in 
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| Thus clearly and diſtinctly have you 
ſeen the origin of religious evil, as it has to 
do with the perverſions of chriſtianity. © 1 
have made but a partial citation of your 
juſt and elegant deſcription : -but enough to 
incline me to imagine, you have not writ- 
ten in the ſerious, but the burleſque ſpirit, 
in giving this ſolution of the „ 
$ f 


1 
ral and 10u$\ evit from rens. 
Von beſt know Whether L have been for. 
tunate enough ta decypher your weaning ; 
but ſurely ſuch a generous: mind as youre 
W nen of cal. 


Q . 
The reaſon you aeg why 


God cannot 
communicate a perfect religion to 
has, wich me, the — air t role 
gious, or rather of the f — 
God ts ſuffictently able in give a perfet?. relie 
gien, mam is utterly. unable te receive it.—. 
reveal religion id Ja tmperfets. & crea- 
ture a man, yet infinite power cannot, by 
reaſon uf that imperfeFion, gi ue ta that re- 
welation ſuch a degret of authenticity, that 
rs ſuch a demonſtrable proof of its divine au- 
thor ity. as ſome mer unſeaſonably expect, und 

others as ridiculouſly. ]] u, if. In _ 
Which, you do well expoſe the unreaſpnable 
 expeRatign, and the ridiculous, repreſenta- 
tions, chat men give of this ſyſtem. But 
had you been 1 — earneft,. you ſurely, could 
net have deligned to be underſtood, bor 


e N fo man, Fo | 
what 
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pacities; For that, in the moft eminent 
ſenſe, the goſpel conſtitution is perfectly a 
dapted to his ability and condition, , can each 


be eee 


The c aft chriſtianity are 
plainly, ſeen by you; to be notoriouſly owing 
to worldly. policy, to the pride of men, 
their luſt bf power, and to national eſta- 
bliſhments; which vou have ſhewn, to have 
ſacrificed its purity, the very moment men 
have connected the religious profefſion with 
their own ſecular intereſts; for it is of the 
nature of the chriſtian religion, that it we 
| endure no ſuch worldly alliances, | 


oh 


| The ſhining genius every now and-then | 
fails riot to explore this evil, and every 


exalted mind, free from prejudice, can- 
not but deplore the fatal origin of religious 
"evils. — When the profeſſing world will be 
diſpoſed to hearken to ſuch remonſtrances, 
made againſt the popular deluſion, is not ſo 
eaſy to calculate. There are, at preſent, 
little or few ſigns of ſuch conviction ſpread- 
ing among them. And however well diſ- 
poſed the eſtabliſſied cleric, of any. country 


may be, to point his labours at the ſpread. 


of infidelity, it will never ONE any great, 
| D | _ purpoſe, 


vba uudd ie fuitable to bis powers and cd. 
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putpoſe, ſo long as the religion of Jeſus 


remains in this worldly connection. It is 


impoſſible any mind ſhould be perſuaded, 
that both Jeſus and ſuch clergy can ſay 
true, in the reports they make of the goſpe 1 
ſyſtem. The one ſays, his kingdom is not 
of this world: the other ſays, it is. The 
one ſays, that there ſhall be no pre-emi- 
pence among his diſciples : the other ſays, 
there long has been, and there always ſhall. 
The one recommends poverty and humi- 
lity of fpirit; the other, haughtineſs and 
the pomp of ſpiritual power and fovereign- 
ty. The one, recommends a plain doc- 
trine, and a ſimple unadorned and ſpiritual 
worſhip: the other inſiſts on unintelligible 
articles of faith, unreaſonable and abſurd 
dioctrines, a pompous ritual, and 1887 cere- 
| Fi gens 25 


1 Tete! is but very little that i is promiſing 
in the labours of ſuch; who would put in- 
| fidelity out .of countenance 'with myſtery ; 

or who would ſilence the objection of the 
Leptic, with civil, eccleſiaſtical . eſtabliſh- 

ments. Nor is there. virtue enough in any | 
part of the profeſſing world, where tem- 
poral advantages are annexed, to begin the 
reſormation. It muſt remain in this diſ- 


| Lacks ** the „ will * 


(27) 
till heaven, by ſame. meaſures; now un- 
known to us, ſhall throw down every high 


thing that exalts itſelf againſt the truth. 


To much the ſame purpoſe, indeed you 
have expreſſed yourſelf. --- So far is the di- 
vinity of a revelation from being able to pre- 
vent its corruption, that it will but increaſe 
and bajten it; for the greater ſhare of divi- 
nity it partakes, the greater muſt be its ex- 
cellence ; the greater its excellence, the more 
univerſal mult be its approbation ; the more 
it is approved, the more it mult be encou- 
raged ; the more it is encouraged, the ſooner 
it will be eftabliſhed ; and the ſooner it is ef- 
. fabliſhed, the ſooner it muſt be corrupted and 

made fubſervient to the worſt purpoſes of the 
worſt of men: yet it is plain this eftabli ſhe 
ment is no more than the conſequence of its 
excellence, and mens approbation ; no mere 
than the alternative of its total extini#ion, 
and without which it cannot he preſerved at 
all; and therefore the corruption of every drome 
revelation communicated to man, is,” by the 


nature of man, clarly navigable, 


Here let Dr. Warburton pay — a po- 
found reverence.---Whilſt I ſhall be tempt- 
ed to conclude, your univerſity, as well. as 
your claſſical education: for you, like other 

"8 2 great 
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great menzj are deeply prejudiced in the 
neceffity/of a national eſtabliſhment of re: 


ligion ; though you have moſt W 
owned, that from the very moment 7 hs 

- eftablifoment, religion muſt lofe its puri y, ang 
muſt inevitably be perverted. --- But is not 
this ſtrange reaſoning ? --- What? is that 
which deſtroys the intention of religion, 
the'alternative of its total extinction? Could 
not religion live in the world, unleſs it be 
perverted And is religion then nd where 
exiſting; but under a national eſtabliſh- 
ment? or does it there only fubfift and 
Aouriſh* Perſuaded I am, that this con- 
dluſion of the neceſſity of an eſtabliſhment, 
however” defended by a Roman, or by a 
chriſtiam orator, is abſolutely groumdleſs and 
_ abſurdis Religion did exift. far better be- 


fore it had a national eſtabliſhment ; the 


chriſtian religion did, and every where, in 
oportion to its freedom from the officious 
nurfing of a civil eſtabliſnment, has dif- 
covered more of its native purity. It 
is. therefore extremely wrong to ſuppoſe, | 
that an eſtabliſhment has ever, in the 
leaſt contributed, either to the exiſtence 
or to the well-being of chriſtianity. Ahe re: 


verſe of this is frankly acknowledged in theſe 


fine letters on the origin of evil. And the con- 
_ of the neceffty of an eſtabliſhment, 


— is 


6 


i Aten, rather 6m the 7. 2 
pride and perverfenels' of man . given 
them exiſtence, than From the reaſon and 
truth, or nature : of wings [> That this di- 
vine revelation Has Dy thus tres ated, 1 
freely confeſs; but Aby! it ſhoutd Ra been 
thus treated, is not at all clear, or Mani- 
feſtly unavoidable from the natute of man; 
but only from His ridiculous abſurdity, and 
exceſſive folly and vanity. And however 
wide and long has been the AT a 
15 «abr n anon vi prevail. ©. 


"Your perle thus om 1 . | 


me to take ſome further notice of your firſt, 
materials, of Which Your: foundation is con- 


ſtructed. 2 ſelect curious ſtone lies in his 


corner, all moral good and evil are nothing 
more" than the produttion of natural —it is the. 
conſequerices of all human actions, which muſt 
amp their value. Another x precious funda - 


mental lies there, vitious actions may fome-, | 


| times accidentally and collaterally produce g ood. 
as robbery may diſperſe uſeleſs. hoards 1 the, 
benefit of the public; , adultery may bring heirs 
and good humour too, into many fa amilies : — 
murder free the world from tyrants” and op- 
prefers : luxury maintain its thonfanitts, and 
vantty its ten thouſands * ſuperſtition and ar- 
3 fower contribute to the' (grandeur. of 


228 & . 1 
a 
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many nations; and the liberties of. others be 
preſerved by the perpetual contentions of ava- 
rice, knavery, ſelfiſhneſs and ambition 3 ·— and 
- thus private vices become public benefits, by the 
. force only of accidental circumſlances. (a) 
With theſe choice fundamentals, vou very 
gravely own, the truth of the criterion of vir- 
fue 1s unimpeached. Aud that wwe are en- 
abled almoſt mathematically to demonſtrate the 
proportion of virtue and uice, which belongs ta 
each action, by comparing them with the = 
grees of happineſs or miſery. which they occa- 
fron. Yet for fear this concluſion - ſhould 
have ſome obſcurity hang over its ſurface, 
Ike a ſkilful architect, you a trons in another 
cubical ſtone for the greater ſtability ; 
namely this, though the productiam of bappi- 
neſs is the eſſence of virtue, it is by no means 
the end : the great end is the probation of man- 
kind, or the giving them an opportunity of 
f exalting or degrading themſelves in anather 
Hate by their FA Ap in the prefent.. A 
little unluckily this fundamental, tho cubi- 
cal, is a tumbling ſtone, which will not eaſily 
be fixed: for tho happineſs is not the end of 
virtue; pet, N is the end of virtue. it 
. is 
. the Pc 
of mankind increaſes in happineſs, or declines to miſery, 


| as vittae or vice prevails in ſoctety, Las RI 
* 


* 
n 
"A 
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is by no means the end, though it gives 


mankind an opportunity of exalting them- 
ves in another ſtate, 


| Neither is this the ariel! of your 

at the latent burleſque, for you have picked. 
out another fundamental full as rare and 
extraordinary, be who knows. our formation, 
has trufted no one thing of importance to our 
reaſon or virtur. often to our vices, for the 
ſupport of government ; and ſometimes to our 
Follies, for the preſervation of our religion.— 
It is incredible, that this ſhould be any o- 
ther than raillery : becauſe a mind, of your 
genteel and polite taſte and complexion, 
cannot but know, that the Deity has actually 
entruſted every thing that is 175 importance to 
our ſelves, to our reaſon and virtue, This is 
a truth, if man is moral and accountable. 
And notwithſtanding the abſurdity of man- 
kind, government never could better ſup- 
port on vice, when conſidered as reaſonable, 
than religion can on folly. And I dare fay, 
you have thus deſignedly pointed the ridi- 
cule. Certain I am, it cannot belong to an 
ethic, or one who would reaſon at all, to 
talk of mathematically demonſtrating the 
proportion of virtue there is in vice, or of 
vice there is in virtue, becauſe of acciden- 
tal circumſtance. Accidental circumſtance, 
Of. 
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or the quantity of happineſs or miſery, oo 
caſioned by the one or the other, will make 
no manner of alteration, either in their na- 
ture, or in their eſtabliſhed tendencies. For 
example, adultery is the ſame foul deteſta- 

ble crime that deſerves death, in all civil 
bociety; as well Where an heir was want- 
1 ing, as where it was not. And murder is 
the ſame capital crime, hateful, and puniſh- 
able, whether the wicked aſſaſſin. did re- 
move the oppreſſor, or cut off the genres 


| Patriot Again, 


Conductin your A, — throu gh unfre- 

quented paths, and ways untrodden by phi- 
: 8 feet, you take ſuch things into the 
repreſentation of religion, as are ab/truſe 
' ſpeculatio ons, the debates of ages. — But here, 
could one ſuppoſe you in earneſt, great al- 
lowances muſt be made you for the preju- 
dices of college education, which are often 
too ſtrong to admit of any impreſſion from 
the cleareſt evidence, I had however, rather 
imagine, you would perſonate the modern 
infidel; who, in order to gratify his own va- 
nity, dreſſes religion in the maſquerade ha- 
bit of original ſin, predgſtination, efficacious 
grace, imputed righteouſneſs, with vicarious 
ſufferings ; and when he has thus meta- 


e and dif guiſed that divine thin . 
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he has courage enough to ſpit in its face, to | 
banter, ſcoff, and ridicule, what he calls, 


religion! Thus modern infidels, in the re- 


dundaney of their wit and humour, wanton- 
ly play the fool with the impoſture; and all 
he oils perſuade. theinſelves there never 
Was a genuine archetype or original. This, 
Sir, you will own to be profound i ignor rance, 
great vanity, intolerable ſtupidity, owing to 
much faſhionable Noth and inattention. And 
yet, true it is with the generality of theſe 


Ine ſpirits, adultery . and murder, luxury 


and ſuperſtition, avarice and ambition, may 
no longer be deemed. vices ; but are capable 
of becoming illuſtrious virtues, by ſome ac- 

cidental | conſequences.- moral difference is 
with them no more. virtue and vice are only 
viſions y | ideas. 8 R 


80 many a inconſiſtences thrown 
together ; * concluſions, frequently made | 
without, as well as againſt premiſes; an air 
of pklloſophic knowledge, Gelpiling hiſtöri- 
cal evidence; will render your free inquiry 
into the origin of evil, a very maſterly i imita. | 
tion. Nor can I ſuſpect your readineſs, 
tete a fete, to own with an elegant Writer, 


that God, when he gave us reaſon, . i to 
our own free will to make a proper br an in- 


Proper uſe of it : ſo that we are e to our 
E 


c 


= dent. but not 1 juſt 
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88 gan ain rule and ſufficient. means 
of arriving at happineſs, and none # 
blame but our ſelves, when wefailef it (a). 
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; Whit NY, lead ſome to imagine, 1 WM 
1 our ſpirit, is, your deſcribing the 


ett p rifofophers and divines as ſatisfied in 
this along, that man came perfect out of 


the hands of his Creator, bath in virtue and 
happineſs, but it being more eligible that be 


ſhould be @ free agent than a mere e 


Gd indie him with freedom of will; 
the abuſe of which freedom, all miſery a is | 
that is, 4 natural anq-matal evils, derive 
their exiflente : from all ach therefore the di- 


dine *roodneſs is ſu Nei ently juſtified, by reaſen 
they could nat be prevented without the Joſs of 


ſuperior goed ; for to create men free, and at 
be ſame time compel them to be virtuous is ur- 


terly impoſſible. This 2 ncluſion is ſelf. evi- 

e repreſentation of 
men's reaſoning, What ſort of divines or 
philoſophers muſt they be, who talk of man' 8 


| coming out of the wank of his creator 


fect in virtue? virtue is an acquiſition af the | 
creature's, not a gift of the creator 's.—And 


as to its being more eligible, that man ſhould 
'be a free agent rather than a mere machine, 


is not ſo yay, philoſophical. man could. Tr 


0 14 Balingroke' Works, va Ny. p. 39h. 
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7 ly ſuch a degree of Free-reill as to. make then 
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temain that creature to which we afſix * 
idea of man. freedom, liberty of choice and Ng 


determination, is eſſential to that idea of 


him, aa. moral agent and accountable. a 


ſpecific difference. from the bnits; or the 


vegetable, or foſſil. But as he is made, the 
moral evil derives, and can derive only from 
his abuſe of freedom or liberty. tho you weri« 


ture tu affirm, that it is falſe in all its rin 
crples, and in iti concluſien alſo; and you thinks 
it may be clearly ſhewn, that God did mat make 
man abſolutely perfact. nor abſolutely free ; nor 


if be. had, would thirtin-the lealt have juflified 


[admitted] the nn eee — 
miſe. 


Buthow have pou 
tion? only by ſaying, that 3 


accountable, "and Joh punifacle for the abuſe 
of it. Will you ſay, he can be accountable 


or puniſhable farther than the abuſe of the : 


given degree. of freedom ? if you cannot ſay: 
this, both. the principles and the concluſion. 
which you venture. to affirm falſe, ' wilt re- 

main true notwithſtanding your demonſtra- 
tion, Our actions, ſay you, proceed from our 


wills, but our ills muſt be derived from the 


natural aifpefitions implanted in us by the au- 
thor 4 being : wrong elections' 'Proceed from 


3 TEC A Ü Io og 
— — — — 
TD 


„% 2% „% ES * 
: £ w- — 
— —_— 


— 


F 
— pm 
— 


— — - 


—— — 


— — — . - uf o — 
— 2 — — — — — pp p ͤ - 13 7. 4-4 ws -& * 
. * ” - _ — ——— l — 
1 - . 


ou compare this'account 

bodice of freedom be- 

r make man accoumahle and 
Juſtly. puniſhable, you muſt confeſs the con- 
fuſion ot contradiction: for if our wills muſt 
be derived from the natural diſpoſition im- 
 planted;;and the election muſt pr oceed from 


* wrong: apprehenſion and unruly paſſion, 
and this in our: original frame, or accidental 


e Gbc Hr 


educntzon: fh freedom rag no degree, tit is 


nothing”; and conſequently, chere is no abüſe, 


nor is mam dt all aceountable or punitnable. 
Ualeſs you will preſume to affirm, he is ac- 
countable or puniſhable for the faultineſs or 
ümperkection of his original frame, or ucci- 
dental eduration.— this reaſoning wollld 


derte S im all 


trig, forms I have held it up to 
your view-avit carries in its features the air 
_ of the ſerious. 

you have had ani other deſign than to divert 
2 el and the public, 5 an humorous 
pay oral of evil: or, dee 
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yet am not convinced, that 
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